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The entryway of a home sets the stage for the entire interior experience 
and is the transition point from the chaos of our exterior world to our 
private inner sanctuary. It’s where we step inside, close the door, set 

down our keys and take a nice deep breath, happy to be home. But, if your 
entryway isn’t creating that sense of place you so desire, then it’s time to 
rethink this all-too-important setting.

Often overlooked or not considered as important of a space as, say, 
the kitchen or bath, the entryway is quite the contrary, offering ample 
opportunity to ensure that the initial steps inside your home count. 
As with almost anything we do, we want to create a lasting, positive 
impression, and your entryway should do this for you each day, as  
well as for your guests.

Whether you live in a sprawling seaside villa with a designated foyer  
or your abode is a modern studio with an open floor plan, how you shape 
your entryway alludes to the entire experience ahead. Regardless of the 
layout or square footage to work with, a great deal can be done with 
a little imagination. 

When designing your entryway, ask yourself what feeling you want  
to convey. Do you want your entryway to be calming or energising? What 
style would you like it to be? Modern, traditional, transitional or eclectic? 
Would you like the colour palette to be the same as the home’s or make 
its own statement while relating seamlessly to the entire design?

Next, does your entryway need to be more functional than decorative? 
For instance, a family of four plus Fido may deem storage most 
important; whereas a single professional may be more interested in 

creating a feature vignette with a favourite table, artwork and accessories, 
caring only slightly about function.

Regardless of your entryway’s style or function, it must always have 
visual balance – a fundamental principle of interior design. 

Visual balance is where symmetry is achieved through the distribution 
of visual weight, and depending on size, colour, texture and form, this 
visual weight can change. Look at symmetrical, asymmetrical and radial 
types of balance to find what works best for your vision. Play with your 
furniture placement. Experiment with colour. Consider your lighting 
options, for the right lighting is vital. Hunt for original accessories. 
Weave in organic elements. And, don’t be afraid to mix materials you 
wouldn’t normally think go together. You might be pleasantly surprised. 

Your home’s entryway is the first interior experience offered and is 
central to the home’s design story. But even more so, it’s essential to 
the story of you or your family. As you walk through the front door, the 
entryway represents a haven of safety and embodies all that happens 
inside the home – rest and renewal, comfort, love and lasting memories. 
So, next time you look at your home’s entryway, ask yourself, does my 
entryway say, I’m home?
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